53" Governor’s Cup Yacht Race
Presented by PNC Bank

July 31-Aug 1, 2026
CBYRA Sanction #25-207

Organizing Authority: St. Mary’s College of MD Sailing Association
https://www.smcm.edu/signature-events/governors-cup-yacht-race/

NOTICE OF RACE (NOR)

1 RULES

1.1 The event is governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing.

1.2 For all monohull boats competing, the “Nearshore” category of the US Sailing Safety Equipment Requirements
(SER), available at https://www.ussailing.org/competition/offshore/safety-information/ser-world-sailing
special-regulations will apply as changed below.

(a) In the event of a conflict between the SER and applicable class rules, the class rules shall govern.
(b) All monohulls must also meet U.S. Sailing Safety Equipment Requirement 2.4.1 LIFELINES, or alternatively, all
persons must wear a USCG approved PFD at all times when racing.

1.3 For all multihull boats competing, the “Nearshore” category of the US Sailing Safety Equipment Requirements
(SER), available at https://www.ussailing.org/competition/offshore/safety-information/ser-world-sailing
special-regulations will apply as changed below.

(a) In the event of a conflict between the SER and applicable class rules, the class rules shall govern.
(b) Additionally, all persons aboard a multihull must wear a USCG approved PFD at all times when racing.

1.4 RRS 40 is changed to require all competitors racing aboard any boat which is class legal, but with no lifelines or
boats racing double handed, to wear USCG approved PFDs at all times when above deck.

1.5 All boats in all classes shall have a minimum crew of two persons.

1.6 ORC Open and ORC Performance Cruiser class rules are modified by ORC of the Chesapeake and can be found at
http://www.orcches.org

2 OFFICIAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
2.1 The sailing instructions (SIs) will be available on the official notice board by July 20th.

3 COMMUNICATION
3.1 The official notice board can be found online at: https://nextsailor.com/regatta/1245.
3.2 [DP] All boats shall carry a VHF radio capable of communicating on US channels. At least one VHF
radio shall have an MMSI number properly assigned to the yacht.
3.3 On the water, the race committee may make courtesy broadcasts to competitors via VHF radio channel 68.

4 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY

4.1 Annapolis: Boats in the Multihull A&B, ORC Open, ORC Performance Cruiser, CHESSS, PHRF A, PHRF B/C, CRCA
Cruiser, CRCA Racer, PHRF Cruiser CCNS & CCS, and PHRF N classes are invited to participate. Other classes
wishing a start contact us (See 17). Classics are also welcome.

4.2 Potomac: PHRF Spinnaker, PHRF N, Multihull.

4.3 Classes with less than 3 starters will not receive awards.

4.4 Boats wishing to enter shall enter online at: https://nextsailor.com/regatta/1245.

4.5 To be considered a valid entry in the event, a boat shall complete all entry requirements and pay all fees.

4.6 Boats in the Multihull classes shall have a valid rating from the Chesapeake Multihull Association. For more
information, visit https://chesapeakemultihulls.org/.

4.7 Boats in an ORC class shall have the pertinent valid ORCi, ORC Club, or ORC Non-Spinnaker rating certificate for
the class entered. For more information, visit http://www.ussailing.org or http://www.orc.org

4.8 Boats in a PHRF class shall have a valid PHRF of the Chesapeake rating certificate. For more information, visit
PHRF of the Chesapeake.

4.9 Boats in the CRCA classes must have a valid EZ certificate, For more information, visit https://sailcrca.org/.

4.95 Race committee intends to post changes of assignment of boats to starting classes by 1700 on Thurs, July 30.
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5 FEES

5.1 Entry fee is $120 up until 1700 on Sunday, July 26th, $200 if late.
5.2 The entry fee includes, at a minimum, racing and awards.

5.3 Entry fees are payable in full upon entering and are non-refundable.
5.4 Registration is not complete until payment is received.

6 SCHEDULE

6.1 The first Annapolis warning signal is scheduled for 1555.
6.2 The first warning signal for the Potomac course is scheduled for 1755.

7 VENUE

7.1 The races will be point-to-point races using government marks from Annapolis, MD to St. Mary’s City, MD, and
Dahlgren, VA to St. Mary’s City, MD.

8 THE ANNAPOLIS COURSE

8.1 The start will be in the vicinity of Annapolis area mark "R2".

8.2 After starting, the following marks shall be rounded or passed in the following order:
Leave to starboard:

a) Thomas Point Light,

b) Point No Point Light,

c) Point Lookout Light, and
d)

e)

(
(
(
(d) St. Mary’s River Junction Red and Green Buoy (FL (2+1) Ré6s).

(e) In addition, St. Mary’s River Lighted Day markers 1, 2, and 3 shall be passed on the channel side.

9 THE POTOMAC COURSE

East (down river) keeping

a) Ragged Point to Starboard,

b) Round Moa “A” to Port, then

c) St. Mary’s “SM” to Starboard.

d) Inaddition, St. Mary’s River Lighted Day markers 1, 2, and 3 shall be passed on the channel side.

(
(
(
(

10 FINISH

The finish shall be between the orange flag on the committee boat and the cross on Church Point. Yachts finishing in
darkness shall illuminate sail numbers for identification purposes.

11 FINISH BOAT

Each yacht finishing before 1530 on Saturday 1 Aug 2026 will be recorded by the finish boat. Boats finishing
after 1530 on Saturday 1 Aug 2026 shall self-note the finishing time and record it on the official notice board
located at the Sailors information table at the James P. Muldoon River Center. Finishing time shall be taken as
the cross on Church Point passes 90 degrees magnetic off the starboard bow.

12 SCORING

12.1 RRS Appendix A4, Low Point System.

12.2 Corrected times for PHRF classes will be calculated using PHRF Time-on-Time (ToT) scoring where TCF = 650 /
(550 + TOD handicap). The race committee will assign the course type rating on race day as detailed in the Sls.

12.3 Corrected times for ORC classes will be calculated using ORC Time-on-Time ratings. The race committee will
assign the course type and wind strength for scoring purposes on race day as detailed in the Sls.

12.4 Corrected times for Multihull classes will be calculated using Time-on-Time ratings in accordance with the
Chesapeake Multihull Association. https://chesapeakemultihulls.org/

12.5 CRCA Corrected times for EZ classes will be calculated using EZ Time-on-Time ratings. The race committee will
assign the course type and wind strength for scoring purposes on race day as detailed in the Sls.
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13 RISK STATEMENT

13.1 RRS 3 states: ‘The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue racing is hers
alone.’ By participating in this event each competitor agrees and acknowledges that sailing is a potentially
dangerous activity with inherent risks, which are assumed by the competitor.

14 INSURANCE

14.1 Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of
$300,000 combined single limit. Competitors are solely responsible for obtaining the required coverage.

15 PRIZES

15.1 Prizes will be given in each class for 1° place with 3 or more starters, 2™ place with 5 or more starters, 3
place with 9 or more starters, 4th place with 15 or more starters, 5th place with 20 or more starters.

15.2 “Best in Fleet” Trophy: The Joseph Waldschmitt Memorial “Best in Fleet” trophy will be presented to the
winner of the class (of all classes regardless of rating system) having the smallest corrected time interval
between the first and fifth place finishers.

15.3 Specialty awards to be given using NA PHRF Plus dual fleet overall scoring:

(a) NA PHRF Plus Fleet Overall.
(b) SMCM Alumni Trophy.
(c) Steve Bickel Memorial most improved Trophy.

16 DOCKING/ANCHORAGE/PARKING

(a) Anchorage in Horseshoe Bend will be supported by tender.
(b) Dockage (rafting parallel to the dock) is available on a first come, first served basis at no charge.
(c) Parking for those driving to the awards presentation is in Lot ‘K’ by the Campus Center.

17 FURTHER INFORMATION

For more information contact: Associate Director of Waterfront Activities: Rick Loheed, rwloheed@smcm.edu,
240-895-4291.
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